Harmony House Fili¥ 2 5% 1

“As you all 1znow,77 resumed the dove , “the reason we
have chosen to live tog‘etller is to try to create a
peace{ul place, a place of harmony. As you are also
aware, we have not been so successful as we had
hoped. In recent months there has been an increase
of quarrelling’, of fig’hting’, rudeness and resentment,
one animal to anotller, and now we must try to find

a solution to these pro]olems.
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Humans, of course, have never found a way to live
in peace. In fact, tlley are constantly at war with

each other somewhere in the world. However, 1

think that Emily, thoug‘h she is still a child, may
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have some ideas on the su]:)ject to share with us. I
have noticed that she is a thoug’htful, observant
person, and so I call upon her to spealz to this
aSSem]aly. Emily, pleaSe step forward.”
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Emily was astonished. How could the dove possibly
have known her private tlloug’llts? However, here
was an opportunity to spealz about her quest for a
plaCe where llarmony prevailecl, and she was not
about to refuse it. Perhaps she did indeed have some
ideas worth spealzing’ about, even some thoug’hts on
how to acllieve harmony, tlloug’ll the prospect of
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facing’ such an enormous tllrong’ made her very

nervous.
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Standing’ up, Emily l)eg‘an to make her way towards
the dove, who Waited, seated serenely on her perc}l,
at the end of the hall. Emily’s progress was slow, for
she had to pass tllroug’ll the tl'lrong' of animals, larg’e
and small, who sat, stood, lay, curled and loung’ed
all around her. She was fearful that she mig’ht
acci(],entally step on the tail of a lion or squasll a
vole underfoot. She was also afraid of ]oeing’ stepped
on—acci(],entally, of courSe—perllaps ]3y a heavy
llippo or a nervous camel. As she moved along’,
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Emily found herself wallaing’, quite uprig’llt, under

an elephant, and then between the splayed leg’s of a
g‘iraffe. Eventually she reached the end of the hall

and climbed onto a low platform beneath the dove’s
perc}l.
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“I don’t quite know how to l)eg'in," whispere(l Emily.
“This is the first time anyone has asked me to sPealz
to a group of, of, oh dear...” and she stopped.
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“Usually," she went on, trying hard to control her
nervousness, “‘I'm told to stop tallzing’, especiaﬂy

when I ask too many questions, so...”
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“Spealz up!” bellowed a baboon, “I can’t hear a
blessed word you're saying!”
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The dove bent towards Emily and touched her
encourag’ing’ly on the shoulder with the tip of her

wing.
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“Well," said Emily in a louder voice, determined to
see this throug’h. “T'll tell you what I think. When I

first came to the door of Harmony House, I was so
please(l to see the name written on a board above it.
It seemed that my dream of fin(ling’ a plaCe where
people lived tog’ether in peace had come true. But it
didn’t take long' for me to find that I had been

mista]zen. 7
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There laeg’an a muttering of discontent from the
animals. “Who does she think she is, anyway?”
Emily heard a mongoose whisper to its neig’h]oour.

“Stuck up and very pleaSe(l with herSelf, I'd say,”
responded a hedg’ehog’, its bristles l)ristling'. “Oh do

shut up, and let her finisll," shouted a hyena. “Yes,
(10," g’ol)l)le(l a turlzey, sllalzing’ its wattles in

annoyarce.
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Emily held up her hands for silence, and l)eg'an

again.
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“As I was saying, my first impressions of this house
were not g’ood. Before I had a chance to knock on
the (1001', it was opene(l l)y an owl who asked me a
question and couldn’t wait for me to answer before
slamming’ the door in my face. So, in my opinion, if
you want to live in harmony, the first thing’ you
have to have is patience—give the other person time

to answer when you ask a question.”
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“Rig‘ht on!” called three or four voices. Emily
straig’htene(l her slloultlers, and preparecl to

continue.
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“After that disappointing‘ encounter, | had Leg’un to
turn away when I heard a small pattering sound.
The door openecl again, and there were two g’er]oils. I
was please(l. Now perhaps I could have a proper
conversation. But no, all they did was quarrel, say
the same thing’ over again, and interrupt each other.
This got us nowhere. So, the second thing’ to think
about if you want to live in harmony, is to listen to
each ot}ler, to say what you have to say without
repeating what has alrea(],y been sai(]., and never to
interrupt.
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Another important point is to spealz the truth.
Those g’erl)ils lied. They said I had knocked on the

(1001' wllen I lla(l not.”
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This remark provolze(l a disturbance at the front of
the hall. There came a squealzing‘ and a shufﬂing’
and a g’ral)l)ing' of tails. It was quiclzly suppresse(l,
however, by a cat and a canary, who physically
parted the g'er]oil sisters—for it was they—]aefore the
fur loeg'an to ﬂy.

XA TR A 1 — PR . RN, NE
HeokHEZ:, WEMER. AIXERPRga s %



Harmony House Fllif 2 5 11

T 2 FUEAT— R g 22 g8 Pram1Cvd AR 70 T i) —
DA A i QAT TAE ) — A5 WA AT 3 Kk

Then Emily had a sudden tlloug‘ht. So many strange
and unexpecte(l thing’s had llappene(l to her, was it
not possible that the gerbils had heard a knock on
the front door? She had noted the lack of a lznoclzer,

and had wondered how she was to summon someone
to the door. Perllaps her very act of wanting had
caused a knock to be heard in the leitchen, which is

what the g’erbils had said.
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“I think I may have Spolzen without thinlzing’,"
confessed Emily. “Another rule of living’ in harmony
mig’ht be to always check Care£ully before malzing’
accusations, just in case you are mistaken. The

g‘er]oils may have heard a knock after all.”
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